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it may seem to those who have read the recent outpouring of
alarmist literature on the subject, that this number probably
comes near to representing the maximum, permanent, dues-
paying membership at any time connected with the organization
For notwithstanding extravagant statements made in the past
and a present claim of an enrolment approximating lOOjOOO,1
it is admitted by the highest official of the Industrial Workers
that up to the time of the Lawrence strike the membership never
reached 10,000, the highest yearly average being but 6,000; and
the convention debates indicated clearly that the great bulk of
those enrolled during that strike and in the succeeding period
of unusual agitation and activity have retained no lasting con-
nection with the organization. It was shown that the effective
force of the union at Lawrence is already spent.2 The repre-
sentatives of the whole textile industry, indeed, cast but 31
votes in the convention, developing the fact that the total paid-up
membership in this line of work probably does not now exceed
i,6oo,a and a communication was received from one of the lo-
cal unions still remaining at Lawrence complaining of the
methods of the organization and threatening adhesion to the
American Federation of Labor. At Akron, again, where dur-
ing the rubber strike early this year apparently more than
6,000 were added to the roll, the convention vote cast indicated
a present membership of 150 or thereabouts, and statements on
the floor revealed the fact that most of those who joined at
the time of the strike did not retain official connection with the
union long enough to pay the second assessment of dues.*

Evidence to the same general effect might be multiplied al-
most indefinite^. Everywhere the history of the organization

1 The actual  membership  of the I. W. W.  is unknown   even   to   the
officials.    The records of the general office show an average paid-up mem-
bership for the year of 14,310.    It is estimated that local and national
bodies have an additional dues-paying membership of 25,000 on which no
per^ capita tax has been paid to the general organization, and that there is,
besides,  a nominal  non-dues-paying enrolment of from  50,000 to  60,000
The truth seems to be that 100,000 or more men hove had I W. W. dues
cards in their possession during the past five years     How much  of this
outlying membership fringe is now bona fide it is impossible to estimate.
Some part of it represents members out of work or on strike and there-
fore temporarily unable to pay dues.    Even this portion, however, is or-
ganically ineffective  and is  constantly dropping  out.     We seem  justified
therefore in taking the actual paid-up membership as the nearest approx-
imation to the permanent effective strength of the organization.

2 The   membership   claimed   at   Lawrence   (1913)   is   700.    After   the
strike it was said to be 14,000,

8 By constitutional provision one vote is allowed in the convention for
every 50 members or major fraction thereof.

4 At the time of the strike the local purchased IT.OOO dues stamps from
the general office. A membership of 2,000 is claimed at present.